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By RUSS BYNUM~— and 
MICHELLE R. SMITH 
Associated Press 

Nearly half of new corona- 
virus infections nationwide 
are in just five states — a sif- 
vation that is putting pres- 
sure on the federal govern- 
ment to consider changing 
how it distributes vaccines 
by sending more doses to 
hot spots. 

New York, Michigan, Flori- 
da, Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey together reported 
44% of the nation's new 
COVID-19 infections, or 
nearly 197,500 new cases, 
in the latest available sev- 
en-day period, according 
to state health agency 
data compiled by Johns 
Hopkins University. Total 
U.S. infections during the 
same week numbered 
more than 452,000. 

Surging vaccines to places 
where the number is go- 
iINg Up makes sense, said 
Dr. Elvin H. Geng, a profes- 
sor in infectious diseases at 
Washington University. But 
it's also complicated. 

“You. wouldnt want to 
make those folks wait be- 
cause they were doing where the cases are rising.’ policy of dividing vaccine especially pronounced in 6,719 cases Sunday — 
better," Geng said."On the So far, President Joe Biden's doses among states based Michigan, where the sev- more than double what it 
other hand, it only makes administration has shown on population. en-day average of daily was two weeks earlier. 
sense to send vaccines to no signs of shifting from its Tne spike in caseshasbeen new _ infections reached Continued on next page 
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In this March 29, 2021, file photo, people wearing face masks as a precaution against the coronavirus wait in line to receive COV- 
ID-19 vaccines ata site in Philadelphia. 
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Workation? 
Get your Prepaid Wireless Broadband 
and stay connected everywhere in Arubal!! 
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NOW OPEN Fit2/ly 
COVID-19 Testing Cente 
BY WALK-IN & APPOINTMENT 









» Antigen Test: $50 
| PCR Test also available 
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Tel: (+297) 280-0630 


Locations: The Cove Mall (8AM-10PM) and Medcare at the Mill Resort (8:30AM-12:30PM). 
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In this March 26, 2021, file photo, people enjoy lunch hour in Union Square in New York. 


Continued from Front 

Though Michigan has seen 
the highest rate of new in- 
fections in the past two 
weeks, Democratic Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer — has 
said she does not plan to 
tighten restrictions. She has 
blamed the virus surge on 
pandemic fatigue, which 
has people moving about 
more, as well as more con- 
tagious variants. 

Whitmer got her first vac- 
cine shot Tuesday, the day 
after Michigan expanded 
eligibility to everyone 16 
and older. She asked the 
White House last week dur- 





ing a conference call with 
governors whether it has 
considered sending extra 
vaccine to states battling 
virus surges. She was told alll 
options were on the table. 
In New Jersey, where the 
seven-day rolling aver- 
age of daily new infec- 
tions has risen over the 
past two weeks from 4,050 
daily cases to 4,250, Dem- 
ocratic Gov. Phil Murohy 
said he is constantly talking 
to the White House about 
demand for the corona- 
virus vaccine, though he 
stopped short of saying he 
was lobbying for more vac- 


cines because of the state's 
high infection rate. 
Vaccine shioments to New 
Jersey are up 12% in the last 
week, Murohy said Mon- 
day, though he questioned 
whether that's enough. 
"We constantly look aft, OK, 
we know were going up, 
but are we going up at the 
rate we should be, particu- 
larly given the amount of 
cases we have¢' Murphy 
said.Former Food and Drug 
Administration Commission- 
er Scott Gottlieb has urged 
the Biden administration 
to push additional coro- 
navirus shots into parts of 
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the U.S. experiencing out- 
breaks including Michigan, 
New York and New Jersey. 
"| think what we need to do 
is try to continue To vaccli- 
nate, surge vaccine into 
those parts of the country,’ 
Gottlieb said in a March 
28 appearance on CBS's 
"Face the Nation." "So the 
incremental vaccine that's 
coming onto the markef, | 
think the Biden administra- 
tion can allocate to parts 
of the country that look hot 
right now." 

Researcher Joshua Schwab 
of the University of Califor- 
nia at Berkeley recently es- 
timated that doubling the 
current vaccine allocation 
in Michigan for two weeks 
could reduce hospitaliza- 
tion admissions by 10,000 
and deaths by 1,200 by 
July. He concluded that far 
greater reductions could 
be achieved if extra vac- 
cines were combined with 
some restrictions being put 


back in place. 

Talk of sending extra shots 
to states struggling with 
outbreaks comes at a time 
when the number of daily 
infections in the U.S. has fall- 
en dramatically compared 
to a January spike following 
the holiday season. Howev- 
er, the seven-day average 
of daily infections been ris- 
ing slowly since mid-March. 
The five states seeing the 
most infections stand out. 
California and Texas, which 
have vastly larger popula- 
tions than Michigan, are 
reporting less than half its 
number of daily infections. 
And as of Tuesday, 31 U.S. 
states were reporting sev- 
en-day averages of fewer 
than 1,000 new daily cases. 
White House coronavirus 
coordinator Jeff Zients said 
Tuesday more than 28 mil- 
lion doses of COVID-19 
vaccines will be delivered 
to states this week. That al- 
location will bring the U.S. 
total to more than 90 mil- 
lion doses distributed in the 
oast three weeks. 

The news came as Biden 
announced more than 150 
milllon coronavirus shots in 
arms have been adminis- 
tered since he took office, 
and that all adults will be 
eligible to receive a vac- 
cine by April 19. 

About 40% of U.S. adults 
have now received at least 
one COVID-19 shot, ac- 
cording to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre- 
vention. Only 23% of Ameri- 
can adults have been fully 
vaccinated — _ including 
more than half of Ameri- 
cans 65 and older. 

Geng said the nation 
Should take a step back 
and go slow. Even just a 
few more weeks of Ameri- 
cans sticking with social dis- 
tancing and other precau- 
tions could make a huge 
difference. 

‘The take-home message 
here is, let's not jump the 
gun," Geng said. "There's 
light at the end of the tun- 
nel. We all see it there. ) 
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Refugee families urge Biden to keep promise to up admissions 


By JULIE WATSON 
Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — The 
families of refugees and 
their supporters, including 
124 elected officials, sent 
President Joe Biden a let- 
ter Tuesday urging him to 
make good on his promise 
to boost refugee admis- 
sions to the United States 
during the current budget 
year, replacing the record 
low number set by his pre- 
decessor. 

Biden presented a plan to 
Congress two months ago 
to raise the celling on ad- 
missions to 62,500 and to 
eliminate restrictions im- 
posed by former President 
Donald Trump that have 
disqualified a_ significant 
number of refugees, includ- 
ing those fleeing war. 

But Biden has not issued a 
oresidential determination 
since his administration no- 
tified Congress, as required 
by law. The action does not 
require congressional ap- 
proval and past presidents 
have issued such presiden- 
tial determinations that set 
the cap on refugee admis- 
sions shortly after the notifi- 
cation to Congress. 

The Biden administration 
has given no explanation 
as to why the president 
has kept the refugee ad- 
missions cap of 15,000 set 
by Trump, the lowest it has 
been in the 41-year-old U.S. 
Refugee Resettlement pro- 
gram's history. The White 





President Joe Biden visits a vaccination site at Virginia Theological Seminary, Tuesday, April 6, 
2021, in Alexandria, Va. 


House had no immediate 
resoonse To the letter Tues- 
day. 

"This continues to have a 
devastating impact on 
people in dire need of hu- 
manitarian orotection,’ 
states the letter signed by 
the families of refugees, re- 
settlement agencies and 
124 state and local elected 
officials from 35 states. 
Only about 2,050 refugees 
have been allowed in fo 
the United States because 
of the restrictions set by 


Trump, agencies said. 
Every day that passes with- 
out any action "leaves hun- 
dreds of refugee families 
in limbo in refugee camps 
and many waiting to be re- 
united with their loved ones 
here in the U.S. waiting for 
Us fo Uphold our promise To 
protect, the letter states. 
"We hope that President 
Biden will listen to our voic- 
es,' said Nejra Sumic, one 
of the refugee organizers of 
the letter. 

State Department spokes- 


Associated Press 


man Ned Price said the 
president is committed to 
“ensuring that the United 
States is, again, a leader 
when It comes to refugees," 
but If will take time to re- 
store the program that was 
decimated by the previous 
administration. The drop 
in admissions under Trump 
forced many resettlement 
offices to close and let staff 
go. 

"There's a great deal of re- 
building that needs to take 
place in order to have a 


refugee program that al- 
lows us to achieve what 
we wanted to achieve in 
a way that is both effective 
and that is safe," Price said 
without elaborating. 

The State Department, 
which coordinates flights 
with resettlement agen- 
cies, booked 715 refugees 
to come to the United 
States with the anticipa- 
tion that Biden would have 
acted by March, but those 
flights were canceled since 
the refugees were not eli- 
gible under Trump's rules, 
according to resettlement 
agencies. 

Most of the refugees are 
from Africa and _ fleeing 
armed conflict or political 
persecution. Most spots are 
allocated for people flee- 
ing religious persecution, 
lragis who have. assisted 
U.S. forces there, and peo- 
pole from Central America's 
Northern Triangle, the reset- 
tlement agencies say. 
Among those who had 
their tickets canceled was 
Qa pregnant woman from 
Congo who can no lon- 
ger fly because she is now 
in her third trimester, said 
Mark Hetfield, president of 
HIAS, a Maryland-based 
Jewish nonprofit that is one 
of nine agencies that reset- 
tles refugees in the US. 
"There is simply no rationale 
for not making this change 
at this time," he said, adding 
that it is creating "so much 
extra stress for refugees."L] 


Italian Americans sue over Columbus holiday name change 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — A Philadelphia City 
Council member and Italian American groups 
are suing the mayor's administration in federal 
court over the decision to change the name 
of city's Columbus Day holiday to Indigenous 
Peoples Day. 

The lawsuit filled Tuesday argues that while 
both groups deserve recognition, Mayor Jim 
Kenney "may not take action that discrimi- 
nates against Italian Americans to exalt an- 
other ethnic group in its place," The Philadel- 
pohia Inquirer reported. 

The plaintiffs, who include Councilman Mark 
Squilla, allege that Kenney's recent executive 
order renaming the October holiday fits a pat- 
tern of discrimination by the mayor against his 
Italian American constituents, who they say 
should be designated a protected class. 

Also cited are efforts to remove a statue of 
Christopher Columbus from south Philadelphia 
and last year's removal of a statue of ex-may- 


or and police commissioner Frank Rizzo from 
outside the municipal services building near 
City Hall after it became a target for protests. 
After the Rizzo statue was removed, defenders 
gathered at the Columbus statue in Marconi 
Plaza statue and protesters also arrived. The 
groups clashed for days before the city cov- 
ered up the statue with a wooden structure 
and announced plans to seek fo Its removal. 

Many Italian Americans have embraced the 
15th century explorer — once hailed as the 
discoverer of America — as a cultural hero, 
buT not all agree. 

Cities across the U.S. have scrutinized Colum- 
bus' legacy in recent years, accelerated by 
protests against racial injustice that began 
last sprint in the wake of the death of George 
Floyd. 

In ordering the holiday's name changed, Ken- 
ney said in a proclamation that the story of 
Christopher Columbus was "deeply complicat- 


ed," adding that the explorer "enslaved indig- 
enous people, and punished individuals who 
failed to meet his expected service through 
violence and, in some cases, murder.'; 
Philadelphia is not the first city to strip Colum- 
bus’ name from the October holiday to in- 
stead recognize Native Americans — Los An- 
geles, Denver and Austin, Texas, are among 
the municipalities to make the switch. 

Back in Philadelphia, the plaintiffs also allege 
discrimination in the designation of prioritized 
neighborhoods for distribution of Coronavirus 
vaccines, something the city has said target- 
ed areas and groups with low vaccination 
rates. 

On Tuesday, Kenney called the lawsuit "a pa- 
tently meritless political ploy" and said if will 
“waste precious resources at a time when we 
are trying to both deal with devastating pan- 
demic and work to build a safer and more ea- 
Uitable city for all residents.) 
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Doormen fired for failing to intervene in anti-Asian attack 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Two New 
York City apartment build- 
ing workers have been 
fired for failing to helo an 
Asian American woman 
as she was being violently 
attacked on the sidewalk 
outside, the building's man- 
agement company § said 
Tuesday. 

Surveillance video of the 
March 29 attack near 
Times Square showed that 
the doormen didn't step 
outside and approach the 
woman until more than a 
minute after the violence 
stopped and the assailant 
walked away. 

The men watched from the 
lobby as 65-year-old Vilma 
Kari was repeatedly kicked 
and stomped, the video 
showed. One of them 
closed the building's door 
as Kari lay on the ground 
seconds after the attack 
ended. 

The building's manage- 
ment company, The Brod- 
sky Organization, _ initially 
suspended the doormen 
pending an investigation. 
That investigation was com- 
pleted on Tuesday and the 
doormen were fired, the 
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This image taken from surveillance video provided by the New York City Police Department shows 
an apartment building employee, center, closing the building's front door after a man assaulted a 
65-year-old Asian American woman, Monday afternoon, March 29, 2021, a few blocks from New 


York's Times Square. 


company said. 

"While the full lobby video 
shows that once the as- 
sailant had departed, the 
doormen emerged fo assist 
the victim and flag down 
an NYPD vehicle, it is clear 
that required emergency 
and safety protocols were 
not followed," the compa- 
ny said in a statement. 

The Brodsky Organization 


also pledged to give alll 
building services employ- 
ees training on emergency 
response protocols, anti-bi- 
as awareness and bystanad- 
er intervention. 

The doormen's union, SEIU 
32BJ, said the workers are 
challenging their termina- 
tions under a grievance 
process outlined in their col- 
lective bargaining agree- 


Associated Press 


ment. The process can take 
months, the union said. 

"We believe we must root 
out systemic racism in alll its 
forms,’ 32BJ SEIU President 
Kyle Bragg said in a state- 
ment. "We believe that all 
Union workers, especially 
workers of color who are 
often the subject of unfair 
treatment on the job, have 
a right to a fair process as 


outlined in their contract." 
The union previously said 
that the doormen waited 
until the attacker walked 
away to check on Kari and 
flag down a nearby patrol 
car because they thought 
he had a knife. 

The surveillance video 
shows a police car pulling 
Up about a minute after 
the doormen went outside. 
The workers and officers 
are seen with her on the 
sidewalk for several more 
minutes before the video 
cuts off. 

Brandon Elliot, a 38-year-old 
parolee convicted of killing 
his mother nearly two de- 
cades ago, was charged 
with assault and attempted 
assault as hate crimes. He Is 
scheduled to be arraigned 
on a felony indictment on 
April 21. His lawyers have 
urged the public to "reserve 
judgment until all the facts 
are presented in court." 
Kari, who emigrated from 
the Philippines several de- 
cades ago, was attacked 
outside a luxury apartment 
building while walking to 
church. She suffered seri- 
ous Injuries including a frac- 
tured pelvis and spent a 
day in the hospital. 





Officials: Petty officer shot 2 sailors, then killed on base 





Members of the Frederick Police Department Special Response 
Team prepare to enter Fort Detrick at the Nallin Farm Gate in a 
convoy of vans and sedans, following a shooting in the Riverside 
Tech Park, near the Royal Farms on Monocacy Boulevard, Tues- 
day morning, April 6, 2021, in northeast Frederick, Md. 

Associated Press 


By MATTHEW BARAKAT 

FREDERICK, Md. (AP) — A 
Navy medic shot and criti- 
cally wounded two. US. 
Navy sailors at a Maryland 
business park Tuesday, then 
fled to a nearby Army base 
where he was shot and 
killed, police and U.S. Navy 


officials said. 

Fantahun Girma Wolde- 
senbet, a petty officer third 
class assigned to Fort De- 
trick, began shooting with 
a rifle inside a Navy-related 
business at the Riverside 
Tech Park, causing people 
inside to flee, Frederick po- 


lice and Fort Detrick officials 
said at a news conference. 
Frederick Police Chief Ja- 
son Lando said detectives 
are still trying to determine 
a possible motive. 
Brigadier General Michael 
J. Talley said Woldesenbet 
drove to the base after 
the initial shooting at the 
office park and sped past 
the gate before he could 
be searched. Talley said he 
made it about a half-mile 
into the installation before 
he was stopped at a park- 
ing lot. He then brandished 
his weapon at officers from 
the — installation's police 
force who had _ pursued 
him. 

Talley said investigators 
are looking at whether the 
shooter knew the victims, 
but refused to speculate, 
saying, "We dont want To 
compromise any aspect of 
the investigation." 

Fort Detrick is home to the 


military's flagship biologi- 
cal defense laboratory and 
several federal civilian bio- 
defense labs. About 10,000 
military personnel and cli- 
villians work on the base, 
which encompasses about 
1,300 acres (526 hectares} 
in the city of Frederick. 

The base is a huge eco- 
nomic driver in the region, 
drawing scientists, military 
personnel and their fami- 
lies. Frederick Mayor Mi- 
chael O'Connor noted that 
various defense contrac- 
tors are located near Fort 
Detrick and that it wouldn't 
be unusual fora member of 
the military to be off base 
and working with a private 
firm that does business with 
the U.S. government. 
"When these incidents hap- 
pen in other places, you're 
always grateful that it's not 
your community," O'Connor 
added. "But you always 
know, perhaps in the back 


of your mind, that that's just 
luck — that there isn't any 
reason why it couldn't hap- 
pen here. And today It did." 
By early afternoon, the Nal- 
lin Farm gate at Fort Detrick 
through which the shooter 
entered remained closed 
and two. officers were 
standing by. 

Mark Nelson, a_ firefighter 
who lives in a row of town- 
homes across the street 
from the base, said he 
heard the base blast warn- 
ing sirens Tuesday morning. 
“| heard, | don't know what 
they call it, but they were 
like air raid sirens, and | 
knew something was going 
on," Nelson said. 

Lando called the shootings 
"very tragic." 

It's happening too fre- 
quently," he said. Every time 
we turn on the TV we're see- 
ing something like this hap- 
pening. And now it's hap- 
pening in our backyards.) 
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World powers seek to bring U.S. back info Iran nuclear deal 


] 


By DAVID RISING and ALEX 
SCHULLER 

VIENNA (AP) — Officials 
from five world powers be- 
gan a new effort Tuesday 
to try to bring the United 
States back into the foun- 
dering 2015 nuclear deal 
they signed with lran, a 
delicate diplomatic dance 
that needs to balance the 
concerns and interests of 
both Washington and Teh- 
ran. 

The meeting in Vienna of 
envoys from Russia, China, 
Germany, France, Britain 
and lran came as the U.S. 
was due fo start ifs own 
indirect talks with Iran. It 
would be one of the first 
signs of tangible progress 
in efforts to return both na- 
tions to the accord, which 
restricted lran’s nuclear 
orogram in return for relief 
from U.S. and international 
sanctions. 

Following the closed meet- 
ings of the signatories to the 
deal, known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of 
Action, Russia's delegate, 
Mikhail Ulyanov, tweeted 
that the initial talks were 
“successful.” 

“The restoration of JCPOA 
will not happen immedi- 
ately. It will take some time. 
How long¢ Nobody knows,” 
he wrote. “The most impor- 


Dutch police make arrest in thefts of 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — Dutch police ar- 
rested a suspect Tuesday 
in the theft last year of two 
valuable paintings by Vin- 
cent van Gogh and Frans 
Hals from different muse- 
ums, G sSookeswoman said. 
The paintings, however, re- 
main missing. 

In a statement posted on 
Twitter, police sookeswom- 
an Maren Wonder said a 
58-year-old man was ar- 
rested at his home in the 
Dutch town of Baarn, 40 
kilometers (25 miles) south- 
east of Amsterdam. His 
identity was not released, 
in line with Dutch privacy 
guidelines. 

“Unfortunately, we haven't 
yet recovered the paint- 
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Political deputy at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Iran, Abbas Araghchi, right, arrives at the 
Grand Hotel Wien where closed-door nuclear talks with Iran take place in Vienna, Austria, 


Tuesday, April 6, 2021. 


tant thing after today’s 
meeting of the Joint Com- 
mission is that practical 
work towards achieving this 
goal has started.” 

In 2018, then-President 
Donald Trump pulled the 
U.S. unilaterally out of the 
accord, opting for what 
he called a maximum- 
oressure Campaign involv- 
ing restored and additional 
American sanctions. 

Since then, lran has been 
steadily violating — restric- 
tions in the deal, like the 


ings and the investigation 
is continuing,” Wonder 
said. She called the arrest 
“a really important step in 
the investigation.” 

Van Gogh's “The Parson- 





amount of enriched ura- 
nium that it can stockpile 
and the purity to which it 
can be enriched. Tehran’s 
moves have been calcu- 
lated to pressure the other 
nations in the deal to do 
more to offset crippling U.S. 
sanctions reimposed under 
Trump. 

U.S. President Joe Biden, 
who was vice president un- 
der Barack Obama when 
the original deal was nego- 
tiated, has said he wants to 
bring the U.S. back into the 


age Garden at Nuenen in 
Spring 1884” was snatched 
from the Singer Laren mu- 
seum east of Amsterdam 
in the early hours of March 
30, 2020. The museum was 


eo 


In this Monday March 30, 2020, file photo, the exterior of the 
Singer Museum is seen in Laren, Netherlands. 
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JCPOA but that Iran must 
reverse its violations. 

lran argues that the U.S. vi- 
olated the deal first with its 
withdrawal, so Washington 
has to take the first steo by 
lifting sanctions. 

Following the meeting in 
Vienna, Iranian state tele- 
vision quoted Iran's nego- 
tiator, Abbas Araghchi, as 
reiterating that message 
during the opening round 
of talks. 

“Lifting U.S. sanctions is the 
first and the most neces- 


sary action for reviving the 
deal,” Araghchi was quot- 
ed as saying. “Iran is fully 
ready to reverse its activi- 
ties and return to complete 
implementation of the deal 
immediately after it is veri- 
fied sanctions are lifted.” 
At the meeting, partici- 
pants agreed to establish 
two expert-level groups, 
one on the lifting of sanc- 
tions and one on nuclear 
issues, which were “tasked 
to identify concrete mea- 
sures to be taken by Wash- 
ington and Tehran to re- 
store full implementation of 
JCPOA,” Ulyanov tweeted. 
They are to start work im- 
mediately, and report their 
conclusions to the main ne- 
gotiators. 

The ultimate goal of the 
deal is to prevent Iran 
from developing a nuclear 
bomb, something it insists It 
doesn't want to do. 

lran now has enough en- 
riched uranium to make a 
bomb, but nowhere near 
the amount it had be- 
fore the nuclear deal was 
signed. In the latest an- 
nounced violation, Behrouz 
Kamalvandi, a sookesman 
for lran’s civilian nuclear 
program, said officials had 
begun mechanical _ test- 
ing of an IR-9 prototype 
centrifuge.) 


Van Gogh, Hals works 


closed at the time due to a 
coronavirus lockdown. 
The 25-by-57-centimeter 
(10-by-22-inch) oil-on-pa- 
per painting shows a per- 
son standing in a garden 
surrounded by trees with a 
church tower in the back- 
ground. 

The Hals work, “Two Laugh- 
ing Boys,” was stolen some 
five months later from Mu- 
seum Hofje van Mevrouw 
van Aerden in Leerdam, 
60 kilometers (about 35 
miles) south of Amsterdam. 
The Van Gogh paint- 
INg was on loan from the 
Groninger Museum in the 
Netherlands when a bur- 
glar smashed through re- 
Inforced glass doors to 
get into the Singer Laren, 
which is less than 10 kilo- 
meters (6 miles) from the 


town where the suspect 
was arrested. 

Singer Laren sopokeswom- 
an Esther Driessen. wel- 
comed the arrest and said 
she hopes it leads detec- 
tives to the painting. 

“The most important thing 
is that the painting returns 
as quickly as possible to the 
Groninger Museum, where 
it belongs,” she said. 

The Hofje van Mevrouw 
van Aerden had no com- 
ment on the arrest. Police 
said last year that the same 
Hals painting was stolen in 
1988 together with a work 
by Jacob van Ruisdael. 
Both were recovered three 
years later. 

In 2011, the two paintings 
were again stolen and re- 
covered six months later.} 
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Israeli president picks Netanyahu to try to form government 


By LAURIE KELLMAN and 
ILAN BEN ZION 

Associated Press 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel's 
president handed Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanya- 
hu the difficult task on Tues- 
day of trying to form a gov- 
ernment from the country’s 
splintered parliament, giv- 
ing the embattled leader 
a chance to prolong his 
lengthy term in office while 
he stands trial On corrup- 
tion charges. 

In his  announcemert, 
President Reuven Rivlin ac- 
knowledged that no party 
leader had the necessary 
support to form a major- 
ity coalition in the 120-seat 
Knesset. He also noted that 
many believe Netanyahu is 
Unfit to serve as prime minis- 
ter in light of his legal prob- 
lems. 

Nonetheless, Rivlin said that 
there was nothing in the 
law preventing Netanyahu 
from holding that office. 
After consulting with the 13 
parties in the newly elected 
parliament, Rivlin said that 
Netanyahu had the best 
chance of any candidate 
of forming a new govern- 
ment. 

“| have decided to entrust 
him with the task,” Rivlin 
said from Jerusalem. 

“This is not an easy decision 
on amoral and ethical ba- 
sis,’ he added. “The state 
of Israel is not to be taken 
for granted. And | fear for 
my country.” 


With that, Rivlin nudged 
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Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, front, attends the swearing-in ceremony for Israel's 
24th government, at the Knesset, or parliament, in Jerusalem, Tuesday, April 6, 2021. 


forward the twin dramas 
over the country’s future 
and Netanyahu’s fate, giv- 
ing lIsrael’s longest-serving 
premier a fresh chance to 
try to salvage his career. 
Netanyahu now has up 
to six weeks fo try to Cob- 
ble together a coalition. 
If he fails, Rivlin could give 
another party leader the 
opportunity to try to form 
a government — or the 
country could be plunged 
into an unprecedented 
fifth election in just over two 
years. 

Netanyahu has the most 
support — 52 seats — in 
Israel’s Knesset. But that 


is still short of a 61 seats 
needed for a majority. He 
is likely to Use his Dowers of 
oersuasion to try to lure a 
number of opponents, in- 
cluding close former aides 
who have vowed never fo 
serve under him again, with 
generous offers of power- 
ful government ministries or 
legislative committees. 

IN a meeting with members 
of his Likud party, Netan- 
yahu said he would do his 
utmost to “take Israel out 
of the cycle of recurring 
elections and to establish 
a strong government for alll 
citizens of Israel. Not a par- 
alyzed government, but a 


Associated Press 


government of action.” 

He said among his priori- 
ties would be replenishing 
Israel's stockpile of corona- 
virus vaccines after one of 
the world’s most successful 
inoculation campaigns, re- 
habilitating the economy 
after the pandemic and 
confronting arch-enemy 
lran. 

But forming a government 
to do that won't be easy. 
IN order to secure a major- 
ity, Netanyahu would likely 
require the support of a 
small Arab Islamist party, 
and one of his partners, 
the Religious Zionists, have 
an openly racist platform 
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and say they will not serve 
in a government with Arab 
oartners. 

“The chances of Netanya- 
hu to form a governmert, 
as if seems right now, are 
quite low,” said Yohan Ple- 
sner, oresident of the Israel 
Democracy Institute, a Je- 
rusalem think tank. 
Netanyahu will also likely 
need the support of the 
Yamina, a right-wing party 
led by a former ally turned 
rival. Yamina’s leader, Naf- 
tall Bennett, has had a 
strained relationship with 
Netanyahu in recent years. 
He also been cool to an al- 
liance with Arab parties. 
Bennett called for forma- 
tion of a “stable, right- 
wing” government on Tues- 
day and promised to nego- 
tiate in “good faith.” But he 
did not commit to backing 
Netanyahu, who has led 
the country for the past 12 
years. 

Opposition leader Yair La- 
pid, head of the centrist 
Yesh Atid party, acknowl- 
edged that the law left Riv- 
lin “no choice,” but in the 
same tweet denounced 
the develooment as “a 
shameful disgrace that tar- 
nishes Israel.” 

Lapid has offered an al- 
ternative: a power-sharing 
arrangement with Bennett 
that would see the two 
men rotate into the prime 
minister's job. They are ex- 
pected to hold intense ne- 
gotiations in the coming 
Weeks. 


Japan extends ifs own North Korean sanctions another 2 years 





This March 25, 2021, file photo provided by the North 
Korean government, shows what it says a test fire of newly 
developed new-type tactical guided projectile by the 
Academy of Defense Science, at an undisclosed place in 
North Korea. 
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By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 

TOKYO (AP) — Japan ex- 
tended its own sanctions 
against North Korea for an- 
other two years as Pyong- 
yang continues to develop 
its nuclear weapons with- 
out any progress in resolv- 
ing the abductions of Jap- 
anese nationals. 

Japan bans all trade be- 
tween the countries and 
prohibits North Korean- 
registered ships from en- 
tering its ports, except for 
humanitarian purposes. It 
also bans flights between 
the countries. 

Japan also abides by U.N. 
sanctions against North 


Korea’s nuclear and missile 
orograms. They include an 
arms trade ban, a freeze of 
North Korean assets, a ban 
on people exchanges and 
restrictions on education 
and training. 

Japan’s Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Katsunobu Kato 
announced Tuesday the 
Cabinet had decided 
to extend the sanctions, 
which were to expire on 
April 13. 

North Korea test-fired two 
ballistic missiles on March 
25 for the first time in about 
a year, which Japan has 
condemned as a _ viola- 
tion of U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions. Japan, the 


United States and South 
Korea have called for full 
implementation of the U.N. 
sanctions and for ensuring 
international efforts to de- 
nuclearize North Korea. 

In 2002, North Korea ad- 
mitted to kidnapping 13 
Japanese nationals in the 
1970s and ‘80s to train spies 
in Japanese language 
and culture. Five of them 
were allowed to return to 
Japan later that year, and 
Pyongyang says the others 
had died or never entered 
the North. 

Tokyo began limited sanc- 
tions against North Korea in 
2006 and has since extend- 
ed and expanded them.) 


ARUBA 
= 


ANG 





NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 
Tanzania’s new president 
appears to be taking a 
new, scientific approach 
to combat the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan said Tuesday she 
will form a technical com- 
mittee to advise her about 
the scope of COVID-19 in- 
fections in the country and 
how to respond fo the pan- 
demic. 

COVID-19 is “not something 
we should be quiet about 
or refuse flatly or accept 
without doing a scientific 
examination,” Hassan said 
in Swahili. 

“We will do medical re- 
search which will tell us the 
scope of the problem and 
advise us about what the 
world is recommending as 
well as our own expertise,” 
she said. 

Hassan, made the remarks 
that were broadcast live, 
after swearing key gov- 
ernment officers in a hall 
in State House, the presi- 
dent’s official residence in 
Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania's 
largest city. More than 
100 top government offi- 
cials were present, most of 
whom did not wear face 
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Tanzania's new president changes policy on COVID-19, media 
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In this Tuesday, March 16, 2021, file photo, Tanzania’s President Samia Suluhu Hassan speaks 
during a tour of the Tanga region of Tanzania. 


masks or keep a distance 
from each other. 

Hassan’s comments are a 
dramatic switch from the 
policy of her predeces- 
sor, the late President John 
Magutfuli, who was one of 
Africa's leading COVID-19 
deniers. He claimed in June 
last year that Tanzania 
had rid itself of COVID-19 
through three days of na- 


tional prayer. He dismissed 
scientific approaches to 
prevent and treat the dis- 
ease. He discouraged the 
use of face masks and in- 
stead promoted prayer, 
ohysical fitness and herbal 
remedies. 

Magutuli’s government 
fired officials who gave oth- 
er opinions and some were 
arrested. 


Myanmatr’s online pop-up 
markets raise funds for protest 


By JERRY HARMER 

Associated Press 

BANGKOK (AP) — With 
security forces in Myan- 
mar having shot dead at 
least 570 protesters and 
bystanders in the past two 
months, many of the coun- 
try’s residents see ventur- 
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ing out onto the street as 
a brave but foolhardy act. 
Online, many have found 
a safer, more substantive 
way to show their defi- 
ance against February's 
military takeover — virtual 
rummage sadles whose 
proceeds go to the pro- 


. 


In this April 4, 2021, file photo, young demonstrators 
participate in an anti-coup mask strike in Yangon, Myanmar. 


Associated Press 


test movement's shadow 
government and other re- 
lated political causes. 
Everything from clothes 
and toys, tO music les- 
sons and outdoor adven- 
tures are on sale. Foreign 
friends are encouraged 
to donate, but fundrais- 
ing inside Myanmar also 
serves the purpose of rais- 
ing political consciousness 
for challenging the oust- 
ing of Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
elected government. 
Facebook users have tak- 
en to the social network 
to sell off their possessions, 
advertising that all the 
money raised will go to 
fund the Committee Rep- 
resenting Pyidaungsu Hlut- 
taw, formed by elected 
members of Parliament 
who were blocked from 
taking their seats by the 
coup.) 


Associated Press 


Hassan was in her second 
term as vice president 
when Magufuli dropped 
out of public view at the 
end of February. The popu- 
list president was not seen 
in public for 19 days, raising 
soeculation that he was 
sick with COVID-19. Has- 
san announced Magutfuli’s 
death on March 17, saying 
it was due to heart failure. 





She made history when she 
was sworn in as Tanzania's 
first woman president on 
March 19. 

Tanzania’s opposition lead- 
ers charge that Magufuli, 
61, died of COVID-19, the 
disease he had down- 
played.Magufull warned 
Tanzanians against using 
the vaccines against the 
disease. He instead pro- 
moted trade and interna- 
tional tourism, eager to 
avoid the economic pain of 
neighboring countries that 
had imposed lockdowns 
and curfews and restricted 
international travel. He re- 
fused to ban public gath- 
erings.In her address Tues- 
day to the country Hassan 
also ordered media houses 
that had been closed dur- 
ing her predecessor’s rule 
to be reopened. She also 
urged regional officials to 
encourage freedom of ex- 
oression to allow members 
of the public to express 
their grievances without 
being intimidated. 

“lam hearing some media 
outlets, mobile televisions 
had been banned. | want 
those media allowed to 
operate but as per the laws 
of this country. LJ 
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Ruben Maduro is conquering the rum world 
Part | 


THE HAGUE, NETHERLANDS - Ruben 
Maduro entered the first cocktail 
bar four years ago with a bottle of 
botanical rum under his arm, and 
the rest is history. Today we read 
part 1 of this amazing Aruba ad- 
venture, stay tuned for part 2 to- 
morrow 


Santiago Tromp braved the Carib- 
bean Sea at the beginning of the 
twentieth century. The Aruban was 
a sailor with a passion for rum. The 
glasses with the aromatic stuff that 
flew over the bar at that time, un- 
doubtedly came from the barrels 
(Bocas) of Santiago Tromp's ship. 
SO, if is not surprising that his great- 
grandson Ruben Maduro is cur- 
rently conquering the rum world. 
Great-grandfather Tromp is an ex- 
ample for Ruben, born in Breda, 
who produces rum in his own distill- 
ery in Amsterdam-South. Botanical 
rum to be precise. 


Spirited Union works with rum dis- 
tileries from countries such as 
Panama, Belize, Barbados, Jamai- 
ca and Swaziland and distills that 
rum with natural ingredients. Lem- 
ons from the Italian Amalfi Coast, 
for example. Or pineapple of the 
highly regarded Queen Victoria 
variety. But more importantly, what 
Spirited Union rum doesn't contain: 
get rid of those artificial colors and 
flavors. Spirited Union wants to con- 
quer and reform the rum world in a 
natural way. If has been four years 
since Spirited Union was born, Ru- 
ben tells me. It was early March. 
There was no distillery and no 
money. 55 bottles of Union 55 (the 


r 


predecessor of the current brand 
name) Spice & Sea Salt, produced 
in a small Amsterdam distillery. But 
no labels. 


The honeymoon period: “Bizarre 
how your resilience is not present” 
March 9, 2017 was the launch of 
Union 55 - referring to the 55 days 
that the rum has matured - must be 
the start of a beautiful brand that is 
slowly soreading across the world. 
Then you need a nice bottle of rum 
and a nice label. "The packaging 
has to be really top notch," is what 
someone advised me. | found a 
top printing company in England 
through via. | had to tick off those 
labels immediately. So, | sold the 
first 55 bottles to friends and fam- 


the labels with that money. If took 
until that shioment arrived and on 
launch day that we were notified 
that the labels were missing.” 

“In tears, | called my brother,” It's 
not going to happen! "| said dra- 
matically. He sent a van to the bor- 
der, found the container together 
with the postal company and 
tracked down the pallet. An hour 
before the journalists and friends 
and family arrived, | had the labels 
in my hands. You will recognize the 
first 55 bottles immediately, be- 
cause the labels are stuck on them 
at an angle. | was still completely 
shaking. Speaking of honeymoon: 
mine was characterized by ulti- 
mate highs and lows.” 
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Not even long before that, Ruben 
quit his job at the Amsterdam diistill- 
er Bols. To review Rubens life story 
in a nutshell: born in Breda, raised 
in Aruba, then moved to London to 
Oursue a career in the bar world. 
"There | was able to taste the Mi- 
chelin approach to the cocktails." 
Once back on the island, Ruben 
became frustrated with the vision 
of rum. “On the one hand, you 
had the slow tempo, sipping rum. 
Traditional. Do not mix, but drink 
oure. Old men playing dominoes 
in Cuba with a cigar in their mouth. 
Great, but also exclusive and dif- 
ficult. On the other hand, there Is 
the rum with the pirate on the label 
that you ram through the cola. 

Continued on Page 9 
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Every Wednesday | 10am to 8:30pm 


Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. 
Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 
Play up to five times each Wednesday. 
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Ruben Maduro is conquering the rum world 
Part | 


Continued from Page 8 


With artificial colors and flavors. Everything that 
is not cool.” What if | sit down among them, Ru- 
ben wondered, "that was the idea years ago." 


In vain he applied for a loan for his own distill- 
ery from an Aruban bank, later a new period 
as a London cocktail shaker also disappointed 
him. The blood crawled where It couldn't go. Or 
in this case the rum. “During a distiller course in 
Scotland | found out that | knew nothing about 
production, supply chain, branding, fire safety 
and so on. He therefore learned the tricks of 
the trade at Bols. For that brand, Ruben trav- 
eled the world, discovered different drinking 
cultures. "And | saw that rum still had so much 
potential." In the meantime, Ruben had earned 


his place at Bols and approached the master 
distiller. Whether he could use the boilers for his 
own project on his free Friday afternoons. 

“Within the company, the golden cage be- 
came increasingly locked and my enterprising 
brain often clashed with it," the native Bredan- 
agar looks back. “Fuck If, I'm going fo start for my- 
self. The next two years | developed the brand 
and then | entered the Amsterdam cocktail 
bar Feijoa with a bottle under my arm. My very 
first rum was the Spice & Sea Salt. Focused on 
cocktail business, because from my experience 
| knew that salf enhances flavors and can cre- 
ate a balance between bitter and sweet. With- 
out the bottle | walked out of the store: sold. | 
jumped in the air. In the beginning everything is 
extreme. If someone said "| like it" it was the best 
day of your life. But if you then heard that some- 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 





Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Hungry Piranha 


Aruba Aloe | Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
MAGNET — Perfume, Jewelry & Cosmetics 

Coming Soon: Shalom Hoir & Nails Bor 









one didn't like your rum, you immediately went 
into a depression. Bizarre how that resilience is 
absent. Those first months with the bottles under 
my arm were without a doubt the most special 
time.” 


The setback: "Your company is like an affair" 
That one cocktail bar with RUben's rum on the 
counter became two, then five and then ten. 
“We had gold in our hands. There is such a thing 
as the first mover advantage. We had to act 
quickly before others would develop this idea.” 
And for Ruben, the best ideas arise in the show- 
er. “Early in the morning | am at my sharpest. | 
thought about the conversation | had in Lon- 
don, came to the office and told my then col- 
league: dude, we are going to open our own 
distillery.” (J 





Honoring of a distinguished visitor at Casa del Mar 


EAGLE BEACH - Recently, Kimberley 
Richardson of the Aruba Tourism Au- 
thority had the great pleasure to honor 
one of Aruba’s loyal and friendly visitors 
as a Distinguished Visitor of Aruba. The 
symbolic Distinguished Visitor certificate 
is presented on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, as a token of appreciation to 
the guests who visit Aruba 10 years and 
more consecutively. 


The honoree was Ms. Keatyn Braden 
who has been visiting Aruba with her 
parents since she was only 8 months old! 


This lovely girl stated that she loves 
the island very much, especially for its 
year-round sunny weather, nice sandy 
beaches, beautiful sunsets, and Aruba’s 
warm and friendly people whom have 
become like family to her. 


Richardson together with the represen- 
tatives of the Casa Del Mar Beach Re- 
sort presented the certificate to the hon- 
oree, handed over some presents and 
also thanked her parents for choosing 
Aruba as their vacation destination and 
bringing her to this beautiful iskand for so 
many years. L] 


aa 














Papillon restaurant: 


The butterfly effect of magnificent food 


PALM BEACH — Do you remem- 
ber the film “Papillon” starring 
Steve McQueen? Papillon res- 
taurant is the island’s example 
where life imitates art.’ The dé- 
cor, especially the restrooms, 
was inspired by the movie. For 
more than a decade this res- 
taurant has built a reputation 
with the fusion of classic French 
cuisine, Dutch and Caribbean 
flavors. Welcome in the world 
of wonders where ambiance, 
taste and service come togeth- 
er and you feel you are being 
welcomed in the home of the 
owner and her team. 


“We find it really important that our 
guests have fun; can relax while lis- 
tening to live music while their taste 
buds are being tickled by France, 
The Netherlands and the Carib- 
bean. We offer a unique fusion of 
dishes and a night not to forget,” 
says owner Tina. She points out that 
all Covid-protocol is in place here, 
they are very keen on hygiene and 
offer outside dining on a cozy, ele- 
gant terrace with social distancing 
in place and right on the high-rise 
Strip. 


Now: Early Bird & Live Music 

New rules with regards to the Co- 
vid-19 situation will not prevent us 
from offering you a wonderful, gas- 
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tronomic night. Papillon knows how 
to fly high and rises to the occasion 
with a beautiful combo of three 
courses including a glass of wine 
for only $ 32 per person. This Early 
Bird is on from 50m to 7pm. It gets 
even better with live entertainment 
by the local star Marisela, praised 
for her amazing voice which she 
will bring to you on Mondays and 
Fridays. The talented tunes of Jai- 
ro’s saxophone enchant you on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays and each 
Saturday Venezuelan born musi- 
cian Jose Herrera will show you 
why his name is established on the 
island and in Europe. 


Oysters, caviar and wild boar 

You are on vacation, life is to en- 
joy! If you want something special, 
a different flow than the usual then 
Papillon is the place to go. Food- 
ies are in heaven here with classic 
French dishes such as Foie Gras, 
Frog Legs, fresh Oysters coming 
in on a weekly basis with KLM, Es- 
cargots, Dover Sole d la Meuniére 
flown in from Europe and filleted at 
the table, Duck Breast seared on 
the skin, roasted and braised Lamb 
in Balashi beer and slow braised 
Wild Boar Shank. Do not leave 
without trying the exclusive rec- 
ommendation: Caviar! All of this 
combined with an extensive wine 
list from around the world makes 





Papillon a must-do on your Aruban 
vacation. 

Tina: “Our chef is from Peru and 
at the moment we have the re- 
nowned guest chef Grief Van- 
brabant who worked in Michelin 
star restaurants like El Bulli in Soain 
which happened to be the world’s 
best restaurant for many years and 
Pujol in Mexico. So this is the time 
to come over and reserve your 
table.” 


Vegetarian vibes present 

Impressive vegetarian/vegan 
dishes are set up especially for the 
guests by the chef and Meredith 
from Vegan Aruba. “We offer veg- 
an choices that are really good 
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YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 


RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 


ARUBA FINEST TIMESHARE RESORT 


Playa Linda Sales Office: Mon-Fri (2am-4pm) 
sales(@playalinda.com or call (+297}-586-1000 
Toll free number: 1-888-281-4544 


Papallow 


ESTAURANT 
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and tasty. Our daily soup is always 
vegan too.” What are you waiting 
for, make sure to pay a visit to this 
elegant yet laid-back restaurant 
while on Aruba. You are most wel- 
come! 
Papillon Restaurant is located at 
The Village across the Hilton Aruba 
Caribbean Resort &Casino and 
within walking distance of all other 
major hotels.) 


Make your reservation today at: 
info@papillonaruba.com 

or call/WhatsApp + 00297 699 5400 
Open Daily: 50m — 9om- Last seat- 
ing at 7.300m 

For all menus and specials visit the 
website: www.papillonaruba.com. 
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Honoring loyal visitors at Bucuti and Tara Beach Resort 


EAGLE BEACH - Recently, Kimber- 
ley Richardson of the Aruba Tour- 
ism Authority had the great plea- 
sure to honor Aruba’s loyal and 
friendly visitors as Distinguished 
Visitors of Aruba. The _ Distin- 
guished visitor certificate is pre- 
sented on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, as a token of apprecia- 
tion to the guests who visit Aruba 
10 years and more consecutively. 


The honorees were the lovely 
couple Mr. Joel Dennis & Mrs. 
Gina Ramrch from New Jersey, 
USA! 

This lovely couple stated that they 


love the island very much, es- 
pecially for its year-round sunny 
weather, nice sandy beaches, Its 
safety, the exceptional treatment 
at the Bucuti and Tara Beach Re- 
sort, Aruba’s warm and friendly 
people whom became like family 
to them. 

Richardson together with the rep- 
resentatives of the Bucuti and 
Tara Beach Resort presented 
the certificate to the honorees, 
handed over some presents and 
also thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their favorite vacation 
destination and as their home- 
away-from-home. LL] 
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Millennial Money: Reboot your iste de prep! a reopening 


By COURTNEY JESPERSEN of 
NerdWallet 

Picture cruising your car 
deep into 2021 and never 
glancing in the rearview 
mirror. Vaccines, travel and 
a hope of normalcy are fi- 
nally on the horizon. 

With so much to look for- 
ward to in the future, it’s un- 
derstandable to not want 
to look back. 

But returning to typical 
day-to-day life will be a 
transition. And from a finan- 
cial standpoint, you'll want 
To assess your past budget- 
ing behavior to prepare for 
more normal days ahead. 
REVIEW PAST AND CURRENT 
SPENDING 

Last year’s soending didn't 
look like 2019. And 2021 
won't look like either 2020 
or 2019. But you'll need this 
historical insight to inform 
your future spending, es- 
pecially as you start reintro- 
ducing expenses that used 
to be ordinary, like concert 
tickets, plane tickets and so 
forth. 

Some people’s spending 
decreased dramatically 
last year (either from ne- 
cessity or choice). But oth- 
ers faced comparable ex- 
penses, says Molly Laughter 
, certified financial planner 
and founder of Laughter Fi- 
nancial LLC in Dallas. 
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In this Feb. 25, 2021, file photo, a pedestrian in a face covering walks past a sign plastered on 
the windows of a restaurant to announce that it is open after closure because of the coronavirus 


in Boulder, Colo. 


Remember that jungle gym 
for the kids to play on in the 
backyard? Or the Xbox for 
long nights of playing video 
games¢ They may have 
been great ways to keep 
you occupied and com- 
fortable at home, but now 
you'll need to find a way 
to balance these newer 
expenses with your past 
spending on the activities 
you hope fo return fo. 

Since many of us are al- 
ready taking a close look 
at our finances right now as 
we file taxes, Laughter sug- 


gests using this opportunity 
to review year-end finan- 
cial summaries from your 
credit cards and bank ac- 
counts. 

Size up each category. 
How much did you spend? 
Was if worth that amount? 
Would you want to contin- 
ue soending that much? 
PLAY FAVORITES 

Ever since COVID-19 be- 
came part of our vocabu- 
lary, there’s been talk that 
life would never return to 
normal. Laughter antici- 
pates your future spoend- 


Trade announcement: Topps will offer 
stock to the public 


By MICHELLE CHAPMAN 

AP Business Writer 

In addition to its trading 
cards, fans will soon be 
able to trade company 
shares of Topps. 

The company said Tues- 
day that it will become a 
publicly traded company 
this year by tying up with a 
blank-check company, or 
SPAC, a special purposes 
acquisition company. 
Topps, for anyone who has 
not opened the shoebox 
of trading cards in the aft- 
tic in a while, has greatly 
exoanded from its Bazoo- 
ka gum days and is push- 
ing into digital sales, apps, 
crypto currency and even 
NFTs, or non-fungible to- 
kens. 

lts subject matter has ex- 


panded to, among other 
things, comics, profession- 
al wrestling, Formula 1, and 
film (Godzilla NFIs now on 
sale!). 

Topps Co. said Tuesday 
that it will merge with Mu- 
drick Capital Acquisition 
Corp., which will make a 
$250 million investment. 
Topps was bought in 2007 
by former Disney CEO Mi- 
Chael Eisner through his 
firm, The Tornante Co. Els- 
ner will hold his position at 
Topps as chairman of the 
board. 

“The strong emotional 
connection between the 
Toops brand and consum- 
ers of all ages Is truly foun- 
dational, and, when com- 
bined with our growing 
portfolio of strategic licens- 


Ing partnerships, creates a 
profitable business model 
with meaningful Competi- 
tive advantages,” Eisner 
said in a prepared state- 
ment Tuesday. 


Michael Brandstaedter, 
CEO of Topps, will lead the 
company. 


Companies have chosen 
to go public through SPACs 
at a record breaking pace 
in the last year. A SPAC is 
Usually a group of investors 
who band together and 
look for acquisition targets. 
They can speed compo- 
nies though the process of 
becoming publicly traded 
because the capital to 
do so has already been 
established. The initial in- 
vestment of those larger 
investors, Usually a portion, 


Associated Press 


ing will be a “new normal.” 
Sure, you may introduce 
dinners out — and possibly 
even a trio — to the mix, but 
expect to continue paying 
for quarantine life staples 
like deliveries and at-home 
activities. 

According to Vid Ponna- 
palli , CFP and owner of 
Unique Financial Advisors 
based in Holmdel, New Jer- 
sey, ‘There is going to be a 
paradigm shift with respect 
to how budgeting in the 
future will be Compared to 
how if was pre-COVID.” 





This new balance means 
you 'llneed to play favorites 
with your finances. After 
all, you can’t keep up the 
amount you've been drop- 
ping on at-home entertain- 
ment and food deliver- 
ies while also upping the 
amount you spend on in- 
door dining and live shows. 
It just won't all fit in the bud- 
get. Select the expenses 
you benefit from most. 

To make the necessary 
adjustments, Laughter sug- 
gests looking at the big pic- 
ture. Don't get too caught 
Up in specific line items. (For 
example, if you're soending 
25% less On grocery orders, 
you don’t have to redirect 
that exact amount to din- 
ners out.)Instead, once 
your needs and savings are 
accounted for, set a dol- 
lar figure you can afford 
each month for discretion- 
ary expenses, then spend 
it on whatever you want. 
You may never add back 
in some things you used to 
soend money on.As Ponna- 
palli says, we've all figured 
out new ways To spend less 
money and still have fun. 
Dropping thousands of dol- 
lars on concert tickets may 
not feel worth it anymore 
when you compare it with 
watching a (much cheap- 
er) livestream at home.) 
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In this March 6, 2007 file photo, Topps baseball cards are 


seen in Boston. 


are converted to publicly 
traded shares available to 
anyone. 

The most recent high-pro- 
file SPAC involved WeWork, 
whose initial public offering 
imploded two years ago. 
Unlike many companies 
that have gone public 
through a SPAC in the past 


Associated Press 


year, however, Topps is an 
iconic brand and its sales 
are booming. The 80-year- 
old company had sales of 
$567 million last year. 

The deal is expected to 
close this year and Topps 
will be listed on Nasdaq 
under the ticker symbol, 
TOPP. 1a) 
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High court sides with Google in copyright fight with Oracle 


By JESSICA GRESKO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Tech- 
nology companies sighed 
with relief Monday after the 
Supreme Court sided with 
Google in a copyright dis- 
pute with Oracle. The high 
court said Google did noth- 
INg wrong in copying code 
to develop the Android op- 
erating system now used 
on most smartphones. 

To create Android, which 
was released in 2007, 
Google wrote millions of 
lines of new computer 
code. It also used about 
11,500 lines of code copy- 
righted as part of Oracle’s 
Java platform. Oracle had 
sued seeking billions. 

But the Supreme Court 
sided 6-2 with Google, 
describing the copying as 
“fair use.” The outcome Is 
what most tech companies 
-- both large and small -- 
had been rooting for. Both 
Microsoft and IBM were 
among the industry heavy- 
weights that had _ filed 
briefs backing Google in 
the case. They and others 
warned that ruling against 
the Mountain View, Califor- 
nia-based company could 
have profound  conse- 
quences, stifling innovation 
and upending software de- 
velopment. 

Oracle had won backing 
from the movie and re- 
cording industries as well as 
publishers, which favor ex- 
pansive copyright protec- 
tions to protect their profits 
from books, articles, mMov- 


Conceptis SudoKu 


In this Oct. 5, 2020, file photo the Supreme Court in Washington. 


ies, TV shows and music. 
The Trump administration 
had also backed Oracle. 

IN his opinion for the court's 
majority, Justice Stephen 
Breyer wrote that Google 
“Took only what was neea- 
ed” and that “Google's 
copying was transforma- 
tive,” a word the court has 
used “to describe a copy- 
ing use that adds some- 
thing new and important.” 
Google had said its ac- 
tions were long-settled, 
common practice in the 
industry, Q@ practice that 
has been good for techni- 
cal progress. It said there 
is no copyright protection 
for the purely functional, 
noncreative computer 
code if used, something 


By Dave Green 
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that couldn't be written 
another way. Buf Austin, 
Texas-based Oracle ar- 
gued Google “committed 
an egregious act of plagia- 
rism.” 

The case has been going 
on for a decade. Google 
won the first round when 
a judge rejected Oracle's 
copyright claim, but that 
ruling was overturned on 
appeal. A jury then sided 
with Google, but an ap- 
peals court again dis- 
agreed. 

Breyer wrote that in review- 
ing the lower court’s deci- 
sion, the justices assumed 
“for argument’s sake, that 
the material was copyright- 
able.” 

“But we hold that the copy- 














Associated Press 


ing here at issue nonethe- 
less constituted a fair use. 
Hence, Google’s copying 
did not violate the copy- 
right law,” he wrote. 

At one point in the deci- 
sion, Breyer used a recipe- 
finding robot as part of an 
analogy to explain how 
code works. Aft another 
point, he invoked a one- 
sentence short story to ac- 
knowledge that copying a 
small amount could still be 
significant. Breyer included 
both the story, originally in 
Spanish, and Its translation: 
“When he awoke, the dino- 
saur was still there.” 

Justice Clarence Thomas 
wrote in a dissent joined by 
Justice Samuel Alito that he 
believed “Oracle’s code 


at issue here is copyright- 
able, and Google’s use of 
that copyrighted code was 
anything but fair.” 

Only eight justices heard 
the case because If was ar- 
gued in October, after the 
death of Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg but before Justice 
Amy Coney Barrett joined 
the court. 

In a statement, Google's 
chief legal officer, Kent 
Walker, called the ruling 
a “victory for consumers, 
interoperability, and com- 
outer science.” “The deci- 
sion gives legal certainty 
to the next generation of 
developers whose new 
products and services will 
benefit consumers,” Walker 
wrote. 

Oracle's chief legal officer, 
Dorian Daley, condemned 
the outcome. “The Google 
platform just got bigger 
and market power greater. 
The barriers to entry higher 
and the ability to compete 
lower. 

They stole Java and spent 
a decade litigating as only 
Q monopolist can,” she 
wrote in a statement. 
Oracle's dogged pursuit of 
a case had been widely 
derided by other technol- 
ogy companies as a gross 
misapplication of copyright 
law. They argued it threat- 
ened to make it more diffi- 
cult for different computer 
programs to work together 
and could stifle innovation 
among startups that might 
not be able to pay royalties 
for a few strands of coding. 
The founder of Privacy Lab 
at Yale Law School, Sean 
O'Brien, said both amateur 
and professional software 
developers will now “sleep 
q little easier without wor- 
rying that innovation and 
collaboration would be 
handcuffed by new restric- 
tions.” 

The Computer & Commu- 
nications Industry Associa- 
tion, @ major trade group, 
was among the technol- 
ogy voices celebrating the 
Supreme Court's decision. 
The court decision will also 
be welcome news fo inde- 
pendent software devel- 
opers, small startups and 
others who are tinkering 
with code, said Tiffany Li, a 
visiting law professor at Bos- 
ton University.) 
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Special Of The week 

Divi Phoenix Villas 

Studio WK 16 and 17 

Room # 102 right on beach 
32 weeks remain $9 K Both 
weeks 

DVC points contract (115,000) 
Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Special Of the Week 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK # 11 Room #731 
32 weeks remain 
Maintenance fee paid (2022) 
Price :$11 K all cost included 
call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Special Of the week 
Dutch village 

Studio WK 10 Room #123 
16 Full accelerated weeks 
Expiration date :2026 
Price :$4500 

Call; (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village 

2 BR WK # 13 Room # 3512 
C - Building Elevator 

Non Mandatory Expire :2036 
26 weeks remain $12 K 
Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village 

Studio WK # 13 Room # 6206 
Studio WK # 14 Room # 6205 
Ocean View 21 weeks remain 
Each 

Price : $8000 each 

Call;(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmil.com 


Divi Links Golf 

1 BR WK # 12 and 13 Room 
#2160 

Ground Floor 33 and 34 weeks 
remain 

Price ; $ 18,000 Both weeks 
Call : (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Looking To Buy 

Marriott Surf Club Platinum 

2 BR , Garden View or Ocean 
View 

Call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


For Sale 

Tierra Del Sol 

3 Br 2 1/2 Bath 

Golf Course Ocean View 
Full Furnish with Garage 
Price : $450 K 

Call : (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Le Vent Condo 

3 BR , 2 Bath Ground floor 
across Eagle Beach 

Full furnish $650 K 

Call : (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Gold Coast Condo 

2 Br , 2 Bath 

Full Furnish 

Price : $320 K 

Call : (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Costa Linda Beach Resort 
2 BR WK # 14 Room #3007 
C Building Pool/Ocean View 
Price :$17 000 

Call : (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Costa Linda Beach Resort 

2 BR WK #18 Room # 3030 
Pool/ Ocean View $8500 

For rent (30 April to 5 May 2021) 
$1500 Call :(297)630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Platinum 

1 BR Ocean View $10 K 

1 BR OceanFront $15 K 

2 BR OceanFront $26 K 
Call :( 297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 
Platinum 

2 BR Ocean View $17 K 

2 BR Garden View $15 K 
Gold Season 

2 BR Ocean View $8 K 

2 BR Garden View$6 K 
Call: (297) 6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


To All Time Share Owners 
On the Islands of Aruba 
interested in sell your Time - 
Share 

contact Us : Free Appraisal 
Free Listings 

Call: (297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 

Week 7&8/1408 (18k/Wk.); 
Week 8/1113; 8/1409 (17k/Wk.); 
Week 9/1218 (15k); 
Week 10/1207 (15k 
Week 11/1419 (13k 
Week 13/1509 (13k 
Week 14/1308 (13k); 
Week 15/1217 (10k); and, 
Weeks 2-6 also available! 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860)992-3890 
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Time Share Resales + Realty 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 
PLATINUM Season 

2B Oceantront $26k 
Oceanside $16,500 
Oceanview 515.500 
S3BEDROOM $258k 

WER. 451 GV $359k 

FWRK. 52 OV 549k 

* Weeks 7 and |4-all views 
COLD Season 

2B Oceanfront 514k 

2B Oceanside 58k 

GV 56k OV S7k 
3BEDROOM S13k 
Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 
PLATINUM Season 

+ Bed OV 516500 

7B OF $276k 

IB OV 89k 

** Destination pomts +4 per 
pont 

COLD Season 

2B Oceanfront 514k 

7BOV 59k 

l Bed S4k 

IB OF $9k 

La Cabana Beach Resort 
2BD - Weeks 30-33 Lnit#s 2200 and 
Unit 41 2BC $6500 each week 
Divi Aruba Phoenix 

Week 27 and week 29 

Penthouse 2 Bed 3 Bath 

Other weeks also available 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 

2 bedroom 

weeks 10 and 1] ground floor 

Week IO expires 2038 

Week Il expires 20357 


We Need Sellers!!! 
Costa Linda & Plava Linda 
& All Divi Weeks 
We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 
agent for Aruba! 


We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners, Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 


property, 





Contact: 
michelle@conciergerealty.com 


888-688-2204 Ext 109 
Website: 
www.conciergerealty.com 
Broker: Michelle Donato 
www facebook .com/groups/MamottArubaSurf 
www facebook. com/groups/MamottAnoa'Ocean 











Editor 
Caribbean Speed Printers N.V, 
Aruba Bank NV. Acc. #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.Y. 


Acc.#23951903 
RBC Royal Bank Acc. #1330772 
Assistant Director 


Miomara Arends 


Editors 


Liza Koolman (Management assistant) 
Richard Brooks 
Linda Reijnders 


Sales 


Linda Reijnders 
(linda.reijnders@cspnv.com) 
Sulaika Croes 


Classifieds 


classified@cspnv.com 


Distribution and Collection 


accounting@bondia.com 


Social / Website 


Juan Luis Pinto 
Pilar Flores 


Columnists 


Anthony Croes 
Joris Zantvoort 
Thais Franken 


Weststraat 22 
T: 582-7800 
E: news @arubatoday.com 
W: www.arubatoday.com 
[a @arubatoday 


A13 


WEDNESDAY 7 APRIL 2021 


a 260 HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
5927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Jojeje) 4 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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A new ‘Kung Fu’ debuts at a crucial time for Asian Americans 


NEW YORK (AP) — Up-and- 
coming actors will some- 


times claim to know a vari- 


ety of skills to be considered 
for roles, but Olivia Liang set 
a boundary early in her ca- 


reer. 
"When | started off in the 


industry, people would ask 
me why martial arts wasn't 
on my resume because it 
was such a typecast for 


Asians to do martial arts 


roles, said Liang. "Sol made 
a promise to myself. | was 
like, ‘I'll never learn martial 
arts until someone pays me 


Liang kept that promise. 


She learned martial arts as 
the lead of The CW's new 


series, " Kung Fu " — and 
she's getting paid for it. 

"Kung Fu" Is inspired by the 
1972 series starring David 
Carradine. It stars Liang 
as Nicky Shen, who while 
visiting China, joins a mon- 
astery where she is taught 


Shaolin values and mar- 
tial arts. When her mentor 


is killed, she returns home 
to find her community dis- 
rupted by a local gang. 


She must use the martial 


arts skills she learned to pro- 
tect her neighborhood and 
family, and soon discovers 
she's being targeted by the 
same assassin who killed 


Review: A 


FIRST PERSON 
SINGULAR 

HARUKI 

MURAK 





This cover image released 
by Knopf shows "First Person 
Singular" by Haruki Muraka- 
mi. 

Associated Press 


By ANN LEVIN 

The Associated Press 

"First Person Singular,” by 
Haruki Murakami (Alfred A. 
Knopf) 
Haruki 


Murakami has a 


= 


her Shaolin mentor. 
Liang 
"Kung Fu" different than the 
superhero shows The CW is 
known for is that Nicky is not 
a vigilante. 

"Nicky is heroic, but she 
doesn't see herself as a 
hero. She doesnt have a 
hero complex where she 
is going out to find bad 
guys. She sees bad things 
happening and feels like 


says what makes 


new collection of stories 
told in the first person by 
an unnamed older man 
obsessed with baseball, 
music, and the porous bor- 
ders between memory, re- 
ality and dreams. 

He may describe himself 
as a "bland, run-of-the-mill 
guy, asinthe story "Cream" 
— about a young man's 
encounter with an aging 
mystic — but Murakami 
Man Is more like a walking 
encyclopedia who has a 
problem with women — 
mainly, that he can't seem 
to get past their physical 
appearance. 

Thus, in "On a Stone Pillow," 
we have his memories of a 
melancholy poet and her 
"shapely round breasts"; in 
"With the Beatles," a_ first 
girlfriend with "small yet full 
lips" and a wire bra. (Both, 
by the way, are suicidal.) 


she needs to do something 
about It." 

The series has a mostly 
Asian American cast with 
an Asian American show- 
runner and executive pro- 
ducer, Christina M. Kim. "I'm 
so excited that | get to give 
some people this opportu- 
nity to shine," said Kim. 
"When | was on set for the 
first time, we did a camera 
test and | literally was star- 


In “Carnaval,” the one 
story where a woman has 
agency, we are told over 
and over how ugly she is. 

The best story in the col- 
lection, translated from 
the Japanese by Philip 
Gabriel, is “Charlie Parker 
Plays Bossa Nova." It is built 
around the counterfactual 
premise that the legend- 
ary inventor of bebop jazz 
didn't die in 1955 at age 
34 but lived into the 1960s, 
long enough to collabo- 
rate on a bossa nova al- 
bum — a musical pairing 
as unlikely as that of the 
Carpenters and Cardi B. 

At the end of the story, 
when Bird appears in 
a dream and performs 
'CONCOVEO® “on ins elite 
sax, the narrator is trans- 
ported. It was music, he 
reflected, "that made you 
feel like something in the 





This image released by The CW shows Olivia Liang as Nicky Shen in a scene from "Kung Fu," pre- 
miering on April 7. 
Associated Press 


ing at the monitor and It just 
hit me. | was like, ‘I've never 
seen the screen filled with 
Asian American faces like 


this is." 


Kim says her writers room 
is also diverse. She has five 
writers of Asian descent 
on staff. Half of the writers 
are also women, which Kim 
says is a novelty. "Usually 
it's just me and one other 


woman In a room." 


new collection of stories by Haruki 


very structure of your body 
had been reconfigured, 
ever so slightly." 

In "Confessions of a Shi- 
nagawa Monkey, an un- 
named narrator with the 
same flat affect as all the 
others befriends the titular 
monkey at a rural inn. Af- 
ter a long night of drinking 
beer and eating snacks — 
another favorite pastime 
of these loner men—the 
monkey tells him about the 
ruse he has used to satisfy 
his longing for female hu- 
mans in a species-appro- 
priate way. 

At first, you are carried 
along in the sliostream of 
bizarre but plausible de- 
tail — a feat Murakami 
achieves through the use 
of banal, if not clichéd, 
language: "Honestly, it felt 
odd to be seated next to 
a monkey, sharing a beer, 


“Kung Fu" 


oremieres 


Wednesday on The CW 


and the pilot will be re- 
broadcast on TNT on Sun- 


day. 
Tzi Ma, who plays Nicky 


tions to what that's like. 


"Not only is there represen- 
tation on screen but we 
back it up from our writers 
room to all our guest direc- 
tors. If is an amazing sight 


'S 
father, Jin, says It's remark- 
able to have so many péeo- 
ple with Asian backgrounds 
working on the show, be- 
cause he doesnt have to 
explain the Asian experi- 
ence fo people who are 
making creative assump- 


to behold. I've been doing 


this for a minute now and 


have never seen this kind of 


make up," said Ma. 


Ma hopes the authentic- 
ity of the series will help to 
change the public con- 
sciousness at a time when 


hate crimes against Asian 


Americans are on the rise. 


‘The camera is a very in- 
teresting instrument. | want 
the audience to have the 
opportunity finally to see 
what real reputation repre- 
sentation is like. And when 
they get educated... they 
will begin to develop their 
taste of what's good, what's 


real and what's true.") 


Murakami 


but | guess you get used To 
(ie 

But if you're not a fan of 
Murakami's dreamy vibe 
and magical realism, if you 
think that life is confound- 
ing and interesting enough 
without needing to add 
fairy dust, then this prob- 
ably isn't the book for you. 
You might ask yourself, 
why a Shinagawa monkey 
and not a tiger or leop- 
ard¢ In Murakami World, 
the answer would seem to 
be, why not¢L} 
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AP source: MLB moving All-Star Game to Denver's Coors Field 


By PAT GRAHAM 

AP Sports Writer 

DENVER (AP) — Major 
League Baseball plans to 
relocate the All-Star Game 
to Coors Field in Denver 
after pulling this year's 
Midsummer Classic from 
Atlanta over objections 
to sweeping changes fo 
Georgia's voting laws, ac- 
cording to a person familiar 
with the decision. 

The person spoke fo The 
Associated Press on condi- 
tion of anonymity Monday 
night because MLB hadn't 
announced the move yet. 
The commissioner's office 
was expected to declare 
Tuesday that the Colorado 
Rockies will host the game. 
ESPN was first to report the 
decision. 

MLB pulled the July 13 game 
from Truist Park in Atlanta in 
response to Georgia voting 
rules that Republican Gov. 
Brian Kemp quickly signed 
into law March 25. Critics, 
including the CEOs of AT- 
lanta-based Delta Air Lines 
and Coca-Cola, have con- 
demned the changes as 
being foo restrictive. 

The Georgia law includes 
new limits on voting by 
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Los Angeles Dodgers fans Oliver Olson, left, of San Diego, Juan Campo and Rudy Soto, both of Los 
Angeles, hold up flags outside the main entrance to Coors Field as fans return for the first inning of 
a baseball game between the Dodgers and Colorado Rockies Thursday, April 1, 2021, in Denver. 


mail and greater legisla- 
tive control over how elec- 
tions are run, amid a push 
in Republican-led states to 
reduce voting options af- 
ter former president Don- 
ald Trump made baseless 
claims of widespread fraud 
in last year's election. 


Colorado has a Democrat- 
ic governor in Jared Polis 
and a Democratic-con- 
trolled legislature. 

MLB Commissioner Rob 
Manfred made the deéci- 
sion to move the All-Star 
events and the amateur 
draft from Atlanta after 


Associated Press 


discussions with individual 
players and the Players Al- 
liance, an organization of 
Black players formed after 
the death of George Floyd 
last year, the commissioner 
said in a statement. 

Kemp has vowed to de- 
fend the measure, and 


other Republicans have 
criticized MLB's move. Texas 
Gov. Greg Abbott backed 
out of throwing the first 
pitch at the Texas Rang- 
ers home opener Monday 
and said the state would 
not seek to host the All-Star 
Game or any other special 
MLB events. 

Coors Field last hosted the 
All-Star Game in 1998, the 
fourth season for the stadi- 
um and sixth for the Rockies 
franchise. 

It's Uncertain what kind 
of seating capacity there 
might be due to COVID-19 
restrictions. The Rockies 
had a seating capacity 
during their first homestand 
against the World Series 
champion Los Angeles 
Dodgers of 21,363 fans, 
which was 42.6% of Usual 
capacity. The seating was 
in pods, and standing room 
areas weren't available for 
fans to gather. 

Players also werent al- 
lowed to sign autographs 
or toss baseballs into the 
stands, in accordance with 
MLB coronavirus protocols. 
Nolan Arenado might be 
back with the "home" team 
— the NL, not the Rockies.) 





Athletic Equality Index highlights Division | LGBTQ policies 


By ANNE M. PETERSON 

AP Sports Writer 

A review of Division | schools 
by a national advocacy or- 
ganization has found that 
92% do not have fully inclu- 
sive policies for trans ath- 
letes. 

Details of the Athletic 
Equality Index review were 
announced Monday by 
Athlete Ally, a nonprofit 
that advocates for LGBTQ 
athletes. 

The NCAA has had a trans- 
gender inclusion policy in 
place since 2011, but the 
AEl indicates such policies 
are lacking at the school 
level. 

The AEI also shows that 70% 
of Division | schools don't of- 
fer LGBTQ support resourc- 
es targeted for student-ath- 
letes, and 80% of schools 
did not have a fan code 
of conduct that addressed 
harassment of athletes or 
soectators at school sport- 
ing events. 

Anna Baeth, director of re- 


search for Athlete Ally, said 
that in addition to affirming 
LGBTQ-inclusive — policies, 
the AEl can serve as a Tool 
for young athletes looking 
at prospective colleges. 
Often, such policies are not 
readily available. 

"We want it to be as trans- 
parent as possible because 
we wouldn't want an ath- 
lete to show up in a de- 
partment — they get heav- 
ily recruited and then they 
show up and they're like, 
‘Actually, you know what? 
I'm not welcome here.’ Or, 
‘Maybe I'm not protected 
here, or ‘Maybe legally I'm 
not protected in this state.’ 
So those are the other lay- 
ers of this that we're trying 
to think through: what does 
this mean for young ath- 
letes2" Baeth said. 

Conservative lawmakers in 
more than 20 states have 
introduced legislation to 
ban or limit transgender 
athletes from competing 
on teams or sports that align 


with their gender identity. 
Laws banning transgen- 
der women and girls from 
participating in organized 
sports have been signed in 
Idaho, Mississiopi, Tennes- 
see and Arkansas. 
Proponents of the legisla- 
tion say the rules are need- 
ed to prevent biological 
males from dominating 
women's sports. However, 
NCAA rules require trans- 
gender women fo take hor- 
mone-suppressing drugs for 
a year before competing. 
President Joe Biden signed 
an executive order on the 
day he took office on Jan. 
20 that bans discrimination 
based on gender identity 
in school sports and else- 
where. 

In a letter to the Human 
Rights Campaign last week, 
NCAA President Mark Em- 
mert affirmed the organiza- 
tion's commitment to diver- 
sity and inclusion. 

"It is our clear expectation 
that all NCAA | student- 











In this March 15, 2021, file photo demonstrators gather on the 


steps of the Montana State Capitol protesting anti-LGBTQ+ leg- 


islation in Helena, Mont. 


athletes will be welcomed, 
treated with respect, and 
have nondiscriminatory 
participation wherever 
they compete,” Emmert 
wrote. "We are committed 
to upholding these prin- 
ciples and will continue to 
assess emerging laws to en- 
sure student-athletes have 
fair opportunities." 

Emmert also asserted that 
NCAA champion host sites 
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must ‘demonstrate how 
they will provide an environ- 
ment that is safe, healthy, 
and free of discrimination." 
The AEl gives 10 schools a 
perfect score for LGBTQ ea- 
uity policies: Arizona, Ohio 
State, Boston University, 
Kent State, Miami, Southern 
California, George Mason, 
UC Davis, Illinois Urbana- 
Champaign and Pennsyl- 
vania. L) 
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See ya Sam: Jets trade Darnold to Panthers for 3 draft picks 


By DENNIS WASZAK Jr. 

AP Pro Football Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Sam 
Darnold was the face of a 
hopeful franchise, a prom- 
ising playmaker who might 
just be the New York Jets’ 
quarterback for at least the 
next decade. 

It took only three years for 
that dream to fizzle and 
fade into disappointment. 
Darnold was traded Mon- 
day to the Carolina Pan- 
thers, ending months of 
speculation and a stint in 
New York that was marked 
by a few flashes of bril- 
liance, inconsistent play 
and unfortunate injuries. 
And with the rebooting Jets 
holding the No. 2 overall 
pick in the NFL draft, they're 
likely moving on to another 
young signal-caller — per- 
haps BYU's Zach Wilson or 
Ohio State's Justin Fields — 
who they hope will deliver 
the team back to respect- 
ability. 

New York acquired a sixth- 
round pick in this year's 
draft and second- and 
fourth-round picks in the 
2022 draft. That gives them 
21 selections over the next 
two drafts, with seven of 
them coming in the first two 
rounds. 

Meanwhile, the 23-year- 
old Darnold gets a much- 
needed change of scen- 
ery and a new opportunity 
in Carolina, where he'll also 
be reunited with wide re- 
ceiver Robby Anderson. 
The quarterback could also 
quickly seek some mea- 
sure of revenge this season 
when the Panthers host the 
Jets. 

"| like his toughness," Pan- 
thers general manager 
Scott Fitterer said. "He can 
move in the pocket and 
make plays down the field 
with his arm. All of those re- 
ally stood out about him. 
| think in this offense with 
Matt Rhule and Joe Brady, 
that he can really take that 
next step." 





In this Dec. 27, 2020 file photo, New York Jets quarterback Sam Darnold (14) walks on the field 
during the first half of an NFL football game against the Cleveland Browns in East Rutherford, N.J. 


Darnold was considered 
an untouchable player on 
the Jets’ roster in his sec- 
ond season, but if became 
clear they could move on 
when GM Joe Douglas 
backed off that stance in 
March. Douglas praised 
Darnold, but acknowl- 
edged he would answer 
calls from teams interested 
iN acquiring him. 

The market for Darnold 
didn't appear as robust as 
the Jets had hoped. But 
the speculation New York 
would move on from the 
young QB only intensified 
when Douglas, new coach 
Robert Saleh and offensive 
coordinator Mike LaFleur 
all traveled to Provo, Utah, 
to watch quarterback Wil- 
son's impressive passing 
display at BYU's pro day on 
March 26. 

With Darnold's future un- 
certain, New York had 
also long been among the 
teams mentioned as possi- 
ble suitors for Deshaun Wat- 
son, who requested a trade 
from Houston. But he's cur- 
rently dealing with legal 
issues as he is accused of 


sexual assault and harass- 
ment in lawsuits filed by 21 
women. 

"| want to publicly acknowl- 
edge the commitment, 
dedication, and profes- 
sionalism Sam_ displayed 
while with the Jets. He is a 
tough-minded, talented 
football player whose NFL 
story has not been writ- 
ten yet," Douglas said in a 
statement. "While all these 
things are true, this move is 
in the short- and long-term 
best interests for both this 
team and him. 

"We thank Sam for all of his 
work on behalf of this orga- 
nization and wish him well 
as he continues his career." 
Then-GM Mike Maccag- 
nan traded up to select 
Darnold with the No. 3 over- 
oll pick in 20138-our-or USC. 
Darnold's California cool 
personality played well in 
New York and he seemed 
unfazed by the lofty expec- 
tations and the Big Apple 
spotlight. 

But a foot injury as a rookie, 
a bout with mononucleosis 
in his second year and a 
shoulder injury last season 
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sidelined him for stints. And 
when he did play, Darnola's 
mistakes overshadowed 
the positives. That led to se- 
rious doubts as to whether 
he could ever truly lift the 
franchise. Former coach 
Adam Gase also acknowl- 
edged he didn't help Dar- 
nold enough to thrive in 
their two seasons together, 
and the Jets lacked play- 
making talent to help him 
take the next step in his de- 
velooment. 

Another likely determining 
factor was his contract. 
Darnold was entering the 
fourth year of his rookie 
deal and was scheduled to 
count $9.8 million against 
the Jets’ salary cap. In- 
stead, they will get $4.8 
million in relief and a $5 
million "dead" charge for 
2021. New York would have 
had until May 3 to decide 
whether to exercise Dar- 
nold's fifth-year option — 
which would have cost the 
Jets $18.9 million, fully guar- 
anteed. 

And that was a price — 
and a risk — that proved 
too high. 

A person familiar with the 
situation told The Associ- 
ated Press the Panthers will 
discuss picking up the fifth- 
year option for Darnold with 
his agent. The person spoke 
to the AP on condition of 
anonymity because the 
team hadn't announced Its 
plans. 





Douglas is in his third sea- 
son as the Jets' GM, but is 
overseeing just his second 
full offseason. With a new 
coaching staff in place and 
soon a new quarterback, 
the entire franchise can 
fully reset as New York tries 
to end a 10-season playoff 
drought — the longest ac- 
tive streak in the NEL. 

In 38 games with the Jets 
— all starts — he threw for 
45 touchdowns and 39 
interceptions. Darnold is 
also coming off his worst 
statistical season with just 
nine touchdowns and 11 
interceptions. He's the first 
quarterback taken in the 
top five picks to not make 
it to a fourth season with 
the team that drafted him 
since JaMarcus Russell, 
who went No. 1 overall to 
the Raiders in 2007. 

For Carolina, the trade fur- 
ther clouds the future of 
Teddy Bridgewater, who 
was 4-11 last season as a 
starter and struggled to 
win close games down the 
stretch. Bridgewater com- 
pleted 69.1% of his passes, 
throwing for 15 touchdown 
passes and 11. intercep- 
tions. The team's primary 
backups last season were 
P.J. Walker and Will Grier. 
After the season, Rhule said 
of Bridgewater: "He's our 
quarterback." 

But the Panthers attempted 
to trade for Detroit's Mat- 
thew Stafford, who wound 
up with the Los Angeles 
Rams, and also were inter- 
ested in Watson. Bridgewa- 
ter has two years remaining 
on a three-year, $63 million 
contract that he signed in 
2020. 

"There are things that we 
have to work through, ob- 
viously,’ Fitfterer said. "We're 
going to talk to Teddy's 
agent and find the right 
place, whether it is here or 
wherever it may be. We will 
figure things out, contract- 
side as well." 

The Panthers have’ the 
eighth overall pick in the 
draft and it was widely 
suspected they could use 
the selection on a quarter- 
back. But with Darnold in 
the fold, the Panthers are 
likely to target other areas 
of need including offensive 
tackle, linebacker, tight 
end or cornerback.) 


